
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 9, 2009 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House  
Office of the Speaker of the House of Representatives  
H-232 Capitol Building  
Washington, DC 20515-6501 
 
Dear Madame Speaker:  
 
 We are writing to express our strong support for full funding for the World Bank’s IDA 
and regional development banks in the Foreign Operations Appropriations bill.  
 

The United States has a tradition of strong support for the multilateral development 
institutions irrespective of whether Democrats or Republicans controlled Congress and the White 
House.  Some ask why work through cumbersome multilateral institutions that the United States 
does not entirely control.  First, they enable us to leverage our contribution and our impact.  Each 
dollar contributed by the United States is matched by over $15 from other sources. IDA, part of 
the World Bank that supports the world’s poorest countries and other regional development 
banks also permit us to extend our reach beyond what we can do with bilateral assistance.  

 
Second, these institutions serve some of the world’s poorest countries and benefit billions 

that live on less than $2 per day.  Beyond this, they have proven unusually effective in assisting 
war-ravaged countries and other fragile states where we have a huge stake in seeing a return to 
stability and growth. 
 
 Over the years, the World Bank and other regional development banks have benefited 
from American leadership and been highly responsive to U.S. policy objectives.  The current 
IDA replenishment reflects some key priorities of Congress and World Bank President Robert 
Zoellick, including working on global public goods like combating HIV/AIDS and climate 
change and laying the groundwork for trade liberalization.  In countries of particular importance 
to the United States like Afghanistan and Liberia, IDA has been a big investor, helping restore 
essential services, building infrastructure and improving governance.   
  

Of course much remains to be done.  Eleven million Afghans remain illiterate, and half 
the country’s school aged children do not attend schools (and these are disproportionately girls).  
In rural Africa, only 8% of households have electricity.  Education remains a challenge and 
diseases like malaria and HIV/AIDS take a huge toll.  In Pakistan the lack of access to basic 
services in remote areas has contributed to persistent poverty and has helped to create a breeding 



ground for hostile ideologies.  Across the world, scores of poor countries are trying to maintain 
growth and stability as they are being buffeted by the impacts of the global financial crisis.  
Close to home, people in Haiti, Guatemala, Nicaragua and other countries in America’s backyard 
still struggle just to survive.   
 
 We are mindful of our government’s tradition of supporting multilateral development 
institutions and urge Congress to authorize the full funding for these institutions within the 
Foreign Operations Appropriations bill.    
  
      Sincerely, 

                
      James C. Orr 
 
 

        On behalf of 
       The Members of the Bretton Woods Committee 
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Dr. Madeleine Albright 
Principal 
The Albright Group 
 
Dr. Buzz Aldrin 
CEO 
Starbuzz Enterprises 
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President 
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Founder 
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Mr. Stephen D. Cashin 
Director 
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Senior Manager 
Cisco Systems 
 
The Honorable Henry E. Catto, Jr. 
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Mr. James E. Cayne 
Chairman and CEO 
Bear Stearns Companies Inc. 
 
Mr. William M. Chace 
Professor, Department of English 
Emory College 
 
Mr. William Chadbourne 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
Stewart & Stevenson Services, Inc. 
 
Ms. Mariam K. Chamberlain 
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National Council for Research on 
Women 
 
Mr. Walid Chammah 
Chairman 
Morgan Stanley International 
 
Ms. Sandra Charles 
President 
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Mr. Kenneth I. Chenault 
Chairman and CEO 
American Express Company 
 
Mr. Edward J. Chesky 
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Business Software Aliiance 
 
Mr. Bill Clapp 
Founder 
Seattle International Foundation 
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Mr. James Clawson 
CEO 
JBC International 
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Fellow 
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Mr. Rob Close 
President & CEO 
CLS Bank International 
 
Mr. E. Patrick Coady 
Vice Chairman 
Coady Diemar Partners 
 
Mr. Andrew Cogan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Knoll, Inc. 
 
Dr. Stephen D. Cohen 
Professor 
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Mr. Kenneth S. Cohen 
SVP and Deputy General Counsel 
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Mr. Rodgin Cohen 
Chairman 
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The Honorable William Cohen 
Chairman & CEO 
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Mr. Craig Crotteau 
 
Mr. H. Lawrence Culp, Jr. 
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